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WARNING: This email originated from outside Central Okanagan Public Schools. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Please include this email and these articles in the package going to the Board at the next Board
meeting which according to the schedule on the website will be held June 14, 2023. The articles are
enclosed, and also found here:  https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/cbe-school-bus-fee-
reduction-1.6861503 and here:  https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/expanded-busing-
kindergarten-homeschoolers-to-be-funded-in-alberta-next-school-year-1.6774183
 
It includes the following:
 

"The increase in transportation funding enables us to decrease transportation fees to all
students, and to charge the same fees for families, whether their
child attends their designated school or one of our programs of choice," said CBE trustee
Marilyn Dennis at a board meeting on Tuesday, when they finalized the budget.  
 
…
 
Starting in September 2024, the province is lowering walking distances to one kilometer for
elementary school students and two kilometers for Grade 7 to 12 students, says CBE. The
current provincial walking distance is 2.4 kilometers.
…
More schools and families will be eligible for bus transportation…
 

And:
Elementary school students who live more than one kilometre from school would now
qualify for school busing. Grade 7 to 12 students who live more than two kilometres away
would also qualify for subsidized transportation.
…
The province is also requiring schools to provide busing for alternative programs, such as
French immersion.
 

An appeal at an Alberta school district may have very likely been a factor in the above changes.
 
But SD23? It refuses to hear appeals. It silences people instead of allowing them to be heard.
 
Why does SD23 continue to deny busing to students studying French immersion, who live 5 km or
more from their catchment French immersion school?  Would you please change this policy, extend



busing to everyone, and reduce walk distances for everyone and particularly for those in French
immersion for whom the distances to their catchment schools are larger.  
 
Susan Kootnekoff
Parent
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