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SCHOOL CLOSED DUE TO RACCOON VISIT

February 27, 2023

Kelowna, BC — Families were asked to keep children home from South Kelowna Elementary this
morning out of an abundance of caution after staff discovered a raccoon had entered the building.

Despite attempts by conservation officers to get the animal to leave the building and trap it, the
raccoon climbed up into the space between the ceiling tiles and ceiling. Due to the risk posed to
staff and students if the wild animal felt cornered, staff took steps to keep people and the animal
safe.

Families were notified as soon as possible to keep their children home if they were able. They
were also notified that students who arrived at school would attend Canyon Falls Middle School
by bus for alternative programming.

Operations staff will work with conservation and pest control to make sure the school is safe and
clean after the wildlife visit and school is expected to resume as usual tomorrow.
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For comments, please contact:
Kevin Kaardal, Superintendent of Schools/CEQO, 250-470-3256



