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WARNING: This email originated from outside Central Okanagan Public Schools. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Good morning.

Thanks for providing our office with a copy of this letter. | will share with Renee in her constituency
briefing file.

We appreciate your advocacy on behalf of the young people in our communities!

Kind regards,

Jody Cleland
] Constituency Assistant
Renee Merrifield MLA
Kelowna Mission Constituency
heda] 2121 Ethel St, Ste 102

Kelowna, BC V1Y 2Z6
Phone : (250) 712-3620
Reneemerrifieldmla.com

From: Board of Education <Boardof.Education@sd23.bc.ca>

Sent: Monday, April 22, 2024 10:24 AM

To: Minister.Transportation@gov.bc.ca; OfficeofthePremier, Office PREM:EX <Premier@gov.bc.ca>;
SDPR.minister@gov.bc.ca; EDUC.Minister@gov.bc.ca; Minister, MCF MCF:EX
<MCF.Minister@gov.bc.ca>; Minister, MSI TRAN:EX <Minister.SI@gov.bc.ca>; Minister, FIN FIN:EX
<FIN.Minister@gov.bc.ca>; Minister, ENV ENV:EX <ENV.Minister@gov.bc.ca>

Cc: Parliamentary Committees Office <ClerkComm@|leg.bc.ca>; Merrifield.MLA, Renee
<Renee.Merrifield. MLA@leg.bc.ca>; Letnick.MLA, Norm <Norm.Letnick. MLA@Ieg.bc.ca>;
Stewart.MLA, Ben <Ben.Stewart. MLA@leg.bc.ca>; Ashton.MLA, Dan <Dan.Ashton.MLA@leg.bc.ca>
Subject: Letter in Support of Transit for Teens Campaign

Please see attached letter.
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Central Okanagan
Public Schools

April 22, 2024

TO:

The Honourable Rob Fleming, MLA
Minister of Transportation and Infrastructure
Province of British Columbia

E-mail: Minister.Transportation@gov.bc.ca

The Honourable Sheila Malcolmson, MLA
Minister of Social Development and Poverty
Reduction, Province of British Columbia
E-mail: SDPR.minister@gov.bc.ca

The Honourable Grace Lore, MLA

Minister of Children and Family Development
Province of British Columbia

E-mail: MCF.Minister@gov.bc.ca

The Honourable Katrine Conroy, MLA
Minister of Finance

Province of British Columbia

E-Mail: FIN.Minister@gov.bc.ca

Together We Learn

The Honourable David Eby, MLA
Premier of British Columbia
Office of the Premier

Province of British Columbia
E-mail: premier@gov.bc.ca

The Honourable Rachna Singh, MLA
Minister of Education and Child Care
Province of British Columbia

E-mail: EDUC.Minister@gov.bc.ca

The Honourable Dan Coulter, MLA

Minister of State for Infrastructure and Transit
Province of British Columbia

E-mail: Minister.SI@gov.bc.ca

The Honourable George Heyman, MLA
Minister of Environment and Climate Change
Strategy

Province of British Columbia

E-mail: ENV.Minister@gov.bc.ca

| am writing to you on behalf of the Board of Education, Central Okanagan Public Schools. At the
April 10, 2024 Public Board of Education meeting, the Board unanimously passed a motion to write

a letter in support of the Transit for Teens campaign.

We enthusiastically support the Transit for Teens campaign led by the Centre for Equity and
Inclusion. As Trustees, we believe that providing free transit for teenagers up to 18 years old, is not
only a matter of equity and social justice, but also a strategic investment in the well-being and future

success of our youth.

Providing free, reliable transportation to young people will:

- Allow them to fully participate in educational, recreational, and employment opportunities;

- Eliminate the financial barrier for families;

- Reduce traffic congestion, decrease carbon emissions, and promote alternate, sustainable
modes of transportation once students age out of the program.
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Providing free transit for teens demonstrates our commitment to creating a more equitable and
inclusive community where all individuals, regardless of their background or circumstances, have
the chance to thrive.

On behalf of the Board of Education, | urge you to take action to make free transit a reality for
teenagers in the Central Okanagan. By doing so, we can create a more just and prosperous
community where every young person has the opportunity to reach their full potential.

Yours sincerely,

Lee-Ann Tiede, Chair
Board of Education

copy: Select Standing Committee on Children and Youth: clerkcomm@leg.bc.ca
Renee Merrifield, MLA: renee.merrifield.mla@leg.bc.ca
Norm Letnick, MLA: Norm.Letnick. MLA@leg.bc.ca
Ben Stewart, MLA: Ben.Stewart. MLA@leg.bc.ca
Dan Ashton, MLA: Dan.Ashton.MLA@leg.bc.ca

Central Okanagan Board of Education Trustees

Board of Education — Trustees

Lee-Ann Tiede Wayne Broughton Amy Geistlinger
Chantelle Desrosiers Lisa Guderyan Julia Fraser
Valene Johnson
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LISE BRADSHAW (she/her), Executive Assistant to
Delta Carmichael, Secretary-Treasurer/CFO
and the Board of Education
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| acknowledge that | live, work, learn, and play within the ancestral, traditional and unceded territory of the
Syilx Okanagan Nation.

This transmission (including any attachments) may contain confidential information, privileged material (including
material protected by the FOI act or other applicable privileges), or constitute non-public information. Any use of this
information by anyone other than the intended recipient is prohibited. If you have received this transmission in error,
please immediately reply to the sender and delete this information from your system. Use, dissemination,
distribution, or reproduction of this transmission by unintended recipients is not authorized and may be unlawful.



