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620 -INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT (IPM)
Introduction

The Board of Education believes that an Integrated Pest Management (IPM)
program, as recommended by the BC Ministry of Environment, is the most suitable
method for maintaining sites in a safe, useable condition for current and future use.

Policy

1. The Board authorizes the use of all suitable techniques in an organized program
to suppress pest populations in effective, economical and environmentally safe
ways.

2. The essential components of the school district's integrated pest management
program include:

2.1  identification of the problem through an examination of the fields
conducted by the office of the Director of Operations or designate;

2.2 regular monitoring of the sites (to determine the most appropriate time,
method and follow-up necessary);

2.3 determining plant damage relative to a tolerance level acceptable to the
Superintendent or designate and considering safety, financial and
aesthetic implications;

2.4  determining appropriate action to manage problems identified,
including an appropriate combination of:

e physical or mechanical controls;
e cultural controls;
e chemical controls.

3. Substituting physical or cultural controls for chemicals will be encouraged
wherever possible. When not possible, pesticides will be selected based on
compatibility with other treatment methods. When a pest count indicates that
some chemical controls are needed, school principals will be informed of the
results and the anticipated dates for treatment of the sites. Principals will then
inform their parent advisory councils of the treatment plans.

4.  Each year a report shall be provided to the Board on the effectiveness of the
pesticide management program, with appropriate recommendations for possible
enhancements.
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