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WARNING: This email originated from outside Central Okanagan Public Schools. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear RDCK Directors,  

Thank you for your decision regarding the Ostrich issue.  For your information is a letter to all
MLA's and the Prime Minister of Canada.  
Sincerely yours, 

Lloyd Manchester 
KCSA President

Sent with Proton Mail secure email.

------- Forwarded Message -------
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May 15, 2025 

Kelowna Citizens Safety Association
Kelowna, BC
Email: Lloyd_KCSA@proton.me
Phone: 250-878-9352 

To: Directors of the Regional District of East Kootenay (RDEK) and other Regional Districts 

RE: Call to Oppose Disposal of Ostrich Carcasses in RDEK Facilities (Ootischenia) – Uphold Community, Ecological, and Democratic Standards, and request CIFA to allow testing of the Ostriches

Dear Regional District Directors, 

The Kelowna Citizens Safety Association (KCSA) wishes to acknowledge and support the recent May 4th correspondence sent by Universal Ostrich Farms (UOF) to several Regional District Boards, including your own. That letter raised alarming concerns about the Canadian Food Inspection Agency’s (CFIA) plans to pre-emptively dispose of 400 ostrich carcasses containing140,000 pounds of biological material at regional landfills now that a court ruling h. 

This issue is not confined to one jurisdiction. It affects every community whose elected representative sits on your Board. Your voices matter now more than ever. 

We urge every Director to take a clear and public stand against the RDEK’s potential role in accepting or enabling the burial of these carcasses at any RDEK facility. 

Why This Matters to All of Us: 

· The CFIA  has denied the farm owners the right to independent testing of the Ostriches and their eggs. 

· This sets a dangerous precedent where livestock can be destroyed on suspicion alone—without transparent science or due process. 

· It eliminates the legal right to treat or defend one’s animals, even when those animals show no symptoms and are demonstrably healthy. 

· It threatens food sovereignty and opens the door to broad bureaucratic overreach in the name of “biosecurity.” 

· If we stay silent now, we risk normalizing a policy regime that allows bureaucrats to make decisions based on perceptions instead of science. 

Environmental and Legal Violations Are Imminent: 

UOF’s letter rightly points to the serious ecological hazards posed by this disposal plan. Under Bylaw 2961 and provincial law: 

· Animal carcasses infected or suspected to carry avian influenza are classified as Class 6.2 hazardous waste and are prohibited from RDCK and likely RDEK landfill sites. 

· No Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) has been conducted. 

· These carcasses would emit toxic substances like methane, ammonia, hydrogen sulfide, and leachate that could contaminate air, soil, and groundwater. 

If such disposal is allowed to proceed, the RDEK could face liability, public backlash, and the long-term environmental consequences of unauthorized dumping of dangerous biological material. 

We call on each of you to: 

· Speak on the record and affirm that the RDEK will not accept the disposal of ostrich carcasses at its facilities under any circumstances. 

· Demand confirmation from CFIA and RDCK regarding any disposal permits or plans. 

· Require full environmental and legal reviews before any biological waste disposal from this cull is even considered. 

Lastly, we encourage you to help your constituents, many of whom are unaware of the magnitude of this situation, by calling for a halt to any such action. 

Your position matters. Your silence also matters. Let your communities know that their voices are being heard and represented. 

Sincerely,

Kelowna Citizens Safety Association


Lloyd Manchester
President

 







May 14, 2025

Kelowna Citizens Safety Association
Lloyd Manchester, President
Kelowna, BC
Email: Lloyd_kcsa@proton.me

Phone: 250-878-9352


The Right Honourable Mark Carney
Prime Minister of Canada
House of Commons
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6



Subject: Urgent Appeal to Halt Ostrich Cull and Protect Scientific Integrity

Dear Prime Minister Carney,

Congratulations on your recent election and appointment of a new Cabinet. As Canada reasserts itself on the global stage under your leadership, a pressing decision now confronts your government and one that carries International significance. The Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) has received court authorization to cull over 400 healthy ostriches at a farm in Edgewood, British Columbia. This decision contradicts scientific evidence, ignores natural immunity, and places bureaucratic discretion above reason. It is a move that risks irreversibly destroying a flock with profound scientific and agricultural value.

These ostriches are not ordinary livestock. They have demonstrated resistance to avian influenza, raising the real possibility that their natural antibody development could inform future treatments, vaccines, or strategies in disease control. To cull this flock is to erase decades of careful breeding and to silence a critical avenue of research. It would send a message to farmers and researchers alike that science can be ignored in favour of unfair enforcement of agencies like CIFA to issue orders on perceptions and not science. Canada cannot afford to lose an  opportunity to lead with vision and evidence-based policies that ensure our food supply is protected and enhanced.

We respectfully urge you as the Prime Minister of Canada to direct the CFIA to withdraw its cull order. Instead, the agency should be mandated to work collaboratively with Universal Ostrich Farms in supporting scientific evaluation and humane stewardship of these animals. 

This is a moment to demonstrate compassion, innovation, and national leadership on the world stage. It is concerning that there have been discussions with your government to dispose of these rare and ancient animals in a Central Kootenay landfill.  The mass burial of these birds which if killed are classified as hazardous biomedical waste and will place communities at risk of groundwater and ecosystem contamination.

For the many Canadians and International supporters following this story, the psychological and emotional stress of this decision has and will be even more profound should the Ostriches be destroyed. These ancient creatures, whose genetics trace back millennia, deserve better. We urge you to act now on behalf of science, the environment, Canada sand future generations.

Sincerely,

Kelowna Citizens Safety Association



Lloyd Manchester

President


May 16, 2025

Lloyd Manchester
President, Kelowna Citizens Safety Association
Kelowna, BC
Email: Lloyd_KCSA@proton.me
Phone: 250-878-9352

John Rustad, MLA
Leader of the Opposition
Legislative Assembly of British Columbia
Parliament Buildings
Victoria, BC.

Phone:  1-250-387-3011 (Please call Mr. Rustad who has answered no one on this issue.) 

Subject: Silence on Ostrich Cull Crisis – Leadership and Accountability Required

Dear Mr. Rustad,

I am writing to express my deep disappointment in your continued silence and inaction regarding the CFIA’s court-sanctioned order to cull/kill over 400 ostriches at Universal Ostrich Farms in Edgewood, BC. As the Leader of the Opposition, your voice carries weight, yet you have offered none in defence of a scientifically significant flock that has demonstrated natural immunity to avian influenza.

Despite three of your former MLAs raising this issue in the legislature, you have failed to speak publicly, issue a statement, or respond to repeated emails and phone calls. What does this say about your leadership? What message are you sending to British Columbians, especially to those who believe in scientific inquiry, animal welfare, and government accountability?

These ostriches are not diseased. They have recovered without symptoms and are healthy. Their resilience provides a rare opportunity for groundbreaking research into natural immunity and antibody development—work that could benefit both public health and food security globally. Yet this opportunity is being ignored, and your continued silence is part of the problem.

Still, it is not too late to redeem yourself through action. I urge you to immediately contact the Prime Minister of Canada and the President of the Canadian Food Inspection Agency to advocate for a halt to this cull and a proper scientific review of the flock. Call for collaboration, not destruction, and help facilitate a path forward based on evidence, not bureaucratic assumptions.

The time to lead is now. British Columbians are watching. Your legacy will be shaped not by what you say in safe moments, but by what you do when it matters most.

Sincerely,

Lloyd Manchester
Kelowna Citizens Safety Association

Lloyd Manchester, President





May 19 2025 

All Members of the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia
Parliament Buildings
Victoria BC 

Re: Urgent Provincial Leadership Needed from all MLA’s to Halt the Edgewood
Ostrich Cull, Protect Scientific Opportunity and bring common sense to
decision making  

Dear Members of the Legislative Assembly, 

I am writing on behalf of the Kelowna Citizens Safety Association (KCSA) and
thousands of British Columbians who oppose the Canadian Food Inspection
Agency’s (CFIA) plan to destroy 399 healthy ostriches at Universal Ostrich Farms
in Edgewood, BC. This unique flock has demonstrated natural immunity to H5N1
avian influenza and has created an historic research opportunity that must not be
squandered. Attached for your reference are three letters that will give you a good
idea of the current situation and actions to take. 

Your efforts can change history for the better. Destroying these birds would
squander a once in a generation chance to advance research on natural immunity
and be a benefit to all humanity. You are encouraged to put party affiliations aside
and join together to save this genetically significant herd. 

Here is what Each MLA Can Do: 

MLA Group  Immediate Action Requested  Why It Matters 

BC Conservative
MLA’s 

Press your leader, John Rustad, to
issue a public statement supporting
a moratorium and independent
testing; consider tabling a Private
Member’s Motion. 

Leadership now will
reinforce your
commitment to
science-based
agriculture and farmers’
rights. 

Urge your leader and Premier David
Eby and Agriculture Minister Pam

As the governing party,
you can prevent an



BC NDP MLA's 
Alexis, Prime Minister Carney to
request CFIA to suspend the cull and
facilitate independent laboratory
testing. 

irreversible historical
error and show that
evidence prevails over
bureaucracy. 

BC Green MLA's 

Champion a collaborative alternative
that values natural immunity,
 antibody immunity research, and
humane management of animals. 

It will prevent the
needless slaughter and
aligns with Green
principles of
biodiversity, precaution,
and sustainability. 

 

The eyes of the world are on you all.  We encourage you to weigh in on this historic
issue and ensure that your legacy is one of common-sense, critical thinking, and
the preservation of these ancient birds. 

 I am available at any time to brief caucuses or individual MLAs, should you
require more information. Please fee free to call me.  

Respectfully, 

Kelowna Citizens Safety Association 

 

Lloyd Manchester 

President

Phone: 250-878-9352
 Lloyd_KCSA@proton.me

cc:  Media 

Enclosures (3) 

1. KCSA to the Regional District of Central Kootenay (May 15, 2025) – why
accepting ostrich carcasses at the Ootischenia landfill violates RDCK Bylaw
2961 and provincial hazardous-waste regulations. 

2. KCSA to the Prime Minister Mark Carney (May 17, 2025) – federal
intervention requested to revoke the cull order and enable independent
testing. 

3. KCSA to Opposition Leader John Rustad, MLA (May 16 2025) –
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Conservative leadership urged on this matter. 

 

 

 




