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Good morning,
I want to add my voice of disappointment to the Board’s decision to issue this
statement.

Generally, I believe the statement issued was an overreaction, and overreach, into the
political realm, and I disagree with many of the assertions contained within it.

There are controversial opinions being expressed in your statement that undermine my
confidence of public education. I do not believe there is “systemic….and ongoing
racism” in this country. Historically, and in the context of modern moralities, yes there
was. However, that type of behaviour existed long before Europeans settled in North
America. Warring indigenous tribes were often behaving in a “racist” manner towards
each other. I contend that all those days are over. Canada for as long as I’ve been alive
has been the least racist nation on earth.

As for the continued use of land acknowledgements in the context that somehow it will
heal past divisions, I feel like they are creating new divisions. Many experts are noting
that unless we intend to give all the land back, then we need to stop apologizing. Further,
those recently arriving as new Canadians coming from somewhere else in the world to
start a new and better life, what part did their heritage play in the historical dealings of
the past? How do you think they feel?

What I seek is balance. You cannot build someone up by tearing someone else down.
The great country of Canada was built by imperfect men and women, but what they left
behind was a standard of living and way of life that was the envy of most of the world.
Your Board represents and gives direction to the educators that are weighing into the
political arena and seem determined to tear the nation apart as an unintended
consequence.

When I see statues of Sir John A. Macdonald being toppled or over 100 churches burned
to the ground, I believe statements like the one you issued are fueling division in this
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country.

I expect better.

Regards,
Ken Nichols

From: SD23 District <noreply@sd23.bc.ca>
Date: Thursday, May 22, 2025 at 4:05 PM
To:
Subject: Board Statement on Indigenous Sovereignty

Please click here to read a statement from the Board of Education on Indigenous Sovereignty.

Central Okanagan Public Schools would like to continue connecting with you via email. If you prefer
to be removed from our list, please contact your child's school directly. To stop receiving all email
messages distributed through our SchoolMessenger service, follow this link and confirm:
Unsubscribe

To add text reminders to your account profile, simply text the letter "y" to 978338.

SchoolMessenger is a notification service used by the nation's leading school systems to connect
with parents, students and staff through voice, SMS text, email, and social media.

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FRDemURgpqPtAuP7j0p1URg~~%2FAAAAARA~%2FgOIPcCu8MySCNmsqiJuQ54TlNcHkedmeF3XYWzBrPDn0wzPyycm8TKqdx3IR_BhCIgoAlAn1OSz6DHqGtHldOfZWTa16qR-c2qkDiiHnUpN2twoU1QgbXLqFaqF2kxfihYQHdIHFNBGLqo5XWeFpsEsdflpG3cSFSweWqzwso-LqF80IqimNp0N7OsCDu5Ex&data=05%7C02%7CSchoolBoard.Office%40sd23.bc.ca%7C79328c7e0a3d44e4cb1908dd9a168ad0%7Ca88c6e7e8efc4bc7956fe8170457f178%7C0%7C0%7C638836143837643858%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NxdlM7Iy0RKFyFY22L2yoJ2mtlaHZTqTuSIgvOz8TwY%3D&reserved=0
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